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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH{S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 
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Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claim 1 is, drawn to a recording and reading apparatus comprising an 
address detection means based on calculation means, classified in class 
369, subclass 44.27. 

II. Claim 2 is, drawn to reading and recording apparatus comprising: a logical 
operation means based on an envelop signal, classified in class 369, 
subclass 44.28. 

iii.. Claim 3 is, drawn to a device for reading and recording data having 
crosstalk removing means, classified in class 369, subclass 44.32. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions group one and any of group two or three are related as 
subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a single combination. The 
subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in scope and are not obvious 
variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination is separately usable. In the 
instant case, subcombination group one has separate utility such as an optical disk 
reading apparatus which does not require the use of a crosstalk removing means based 
on an envelop signal. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions group two and group three are related as subcombinations disclosed 
as usable together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do 
not overlap in scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one 
subcombination is separately usable. In the instant case, subcombination group two 
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has separate utility such as an optical disk reading apparatus which does not require 
the use of a logical operation based on a binarized signal. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NABIL Z. HINDI whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7618. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nguyen Hoa Thai can be reached on (571) 272-7579. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




